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EXTRA — October 30, 2002 
 
HECB to revise 2003-05 agency budget proposal 
Amended budget to match Board’s policy goals for SNG, 
Promise 

The Washington Higher Education Coordinating Board (HECB) 
on Tuesday passed a resolution urging the Governor and the 
Legislature to increase spending on colleges and universities 
by $1.1 billion in 2003-05, including a $103 million increase 
in student financial aid programs. 
 
“The time has come for the state to renew its commitment to 
higher education as one of its primary duties,” said Bob 
Craves, Board chair. 
 
The Board will be revising its agency budget to reflect the 
$103 million increase in financial aid. 
 
As reported in the Oct. 29 Financial Aid News, the Board 
scaled back its original agency budget request in recognition 
of the state’s budget crisis.  That budget request would have 
restored the spending power of the State Need Grant (SNG) 
and Promise Scholarship programs to 2001-02 levels — both 
at levels still significantly below the cost of tuition at public 
institutions.  SNG awards would have been limited to students 
with family incomes at or below 55 percent of the state 
median. 
 
The revised budget request would raise SNG award amounts 
to equal tuition at public institutions and provide grants to 
students with family incomes at or below 65 percent of the 
state median.  Promise awards would equal tuition at public 
community colleges.  
 
After reviewing institutional budget requests and observing 
the deepening economic crisis facing the state as a whole, 
Board members expressed concern that the original agency 
request did not reflect the true higher education needs of the 
state.  
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As the Board’s Fiscal Committee noted in a presentation at the meeting, the 
resolution and new budget request presents “a vision of what higher education 
could and should be in Washington State.” 
 
The Board’s press release about the resolution is available online: HECB urges $1.1 
billion state investment in higher education.  The following articles about the Board 
action also appeared in today’s newspapers: 
 

 

Seattle Post Intelligencer: $1.1 billion more sought for higher education 
 

The Seattle Times: Panel: Big funding infusion essential for state's 
colleges 
 

Tri-City Herald: Higher ed wants a boost 
 

http://www.hecb.wa.gov/intro/NewsDocs/10-29-2002billioninvest.pdf
http://www.hecb.wa.gov/intro/NewsDocs/10-29-2002billioninvest.pdf
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/local/93422_hecboard30.shtml
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/education/134565691_highered30m.html
http://tri-cityherald.com/news/2002/1030/Story2.html

